THE SHINING SCROLL

newsietter for the
L. M. Montgomery Literary Society
SUMMER 1995

founded in 1990 by
Carolyn Collins and Christing Eriksson

SOCIETY MEMBERS VISIT "MATUD- LAND"

Prince Edward Island
Jaimie Lavanger shares this account gf her orip i PET

On July 17, 1995, three gr:ncra‘riavl-a DI'T,fw.m\:Fr lrLdjt-";. c-;h_;rlpz:v, her daughtcr in-law, Jajmje anrd Jairnie's
\Dul:ng gitls, then re-read it az adulis and enjoved r_hc 1985 movie version 1n1mens-51§r A pact was pacl was maa to t.J_.-cu_
ladley to the wagical land of Avonlea when she turned 10 yvears old, This summer was the fulfillment of 1hat
dream - three kindred spitits, 30 vears between eacl. left Minneapoiis o share the wonder of Prince Edward Lslaned

Ehare it we did - the magic of waking to the sound of the Guil en lhe North Shore, taking in the scent of
wild reses, and wild thyme under our feet, watching Quesn Anne's Lace wave In the sall-kissed breezes and (he
sheer beauty of the land. We frequently gasped as we rounded each bend to see charming little farmbhouses tucleed
into hillsides, each with a levely coltade garden, burstng with roses, larkspur, hollvhocks and toxgloves [Anne
j would have called them fairy's thimbles - ever so miuch maore romantic a name} - ora lighthouse ramed by rosce-
covered dunes and the sea beyond, --- or a stream rambling through hillsides of wildflowers, contented cows lazily
nuzzling the rieh green grass, and the red roads, Anne's ted roads, leading to
whitewashed country churches or a lake of shining walers.

We each had our own favorite memories - Shirley's was the proud Canadian flag
ying from every farmhouse or cottage: Jalimie's was a birthday brealkfast at Dalvay-by-
the-Sea, the dining room windows awash in beauliful foral chintz, echeing the
climbing roses outside; TIadley’s was exploring WMaud's childhood homesite and calling
down the well.

Wi also shared many of the same thoughts - we felt Lucy Maud Montgomery's soirit the mast ar the site of
her childhood home - the lovely tidy gavden [could we even find a weed anywhere!]: the peignant sight of her
i cherished apple tree supported by a wooden brace; the tablets sharing her own words about her beloved [sland.
We very tuch enjoved all the "Anne” sights - the charming Green Gables house (doesn't everyane get goose bumps
Lo see Anne's roont and her puffed sleeves?], Maud's bicthplace and especially Park Corner with a delightfud lunch
at the Shining Warcrs Tea Room. And we all cried at Canada's longest minning muosical, Anne of Green Gables
(was It because ol or in spite of knowing the ending?), We sampled tea and jams al PE] Preserves, wallked the
specracular Jewell Gardens and tasled the splendid tea treats at the Potato Blossom Tea Room. We walked the
charming streets of Charlotietown, peering in shop windows and knowing thal our favorite keepsakes would be
the lmages of a mast beautifl Island and ber foendly and welcoming people.

Ann Johnson and Marita Legried from [lastings, MN. went to Ealifax and FEL In Park Corner, they
visited the house where LMM's grandfather lived, the Monlgomery Heritage House. There, they happoned o meet
LMM's granddaughter, Laeily, who was visiting the Islund.

Caml Gaboury Df \v‘-'”l.ulit“sh’i WT atrended the Elder hostel offererl bv the L'nfversitj, of Frince Edward

the new
klesment of the '[,IIII\’L]'HJ.L}- of Prince Edward Island. Dr. Epper 1}' i5 T_hL fcunc[er af the L_M_ '\,Iunt_gnm:-:q.r Instituta ar
UPLl and led the International Symposium in 1994,
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Nancy Rootland of Highland, CA. loured PEI for the third summer in [our years. She sends inlommnation on
an exhibit in Cavendish called "Crossing the Golden Bridge" - This is a pictorial display dealing with the "Home
Children” and especially Eilen Macneill fodopted. by Pieree and Rachel Macneil in Cavendish). Dr. Barnodo woas
responsihle for getting orphans off of the sireets in 19th century England. and slarting homes to care for therm
Foenicdly, he sent 100,000 orphons to Canada (o be adopted. The children had (he choice to return to Englorud when
they carne of age. [n the first chapler of Anne of Green Gables, Marilla mentions that she wotld prefer a Conndinm. child
e adopt over i “Tome child”, A booike chronicling the children and their lives will soon be out.

Kathy Welsinger of El Paso, TX. flew to PLI with her children to see "Anne" country and to enjoy the
wonderful beaches around the lsland. Kathy, who came to our November meeting all the way from her home in
Texas, won last vear's "Avonica Traditions Chronicle” pholo coniest with her gorgeous photograph of the beach at
| Cavendish, PEL

ONTARIO

Lance Ghulam of Lalayvette, CA. traveled to Toronto in August to visit the set of Canadian television seres
"Road o Avanlea” with actor Michael Mahonen (Gus Pike).

.i

|

‘ Carolyn Collins and Beth Cavert headed for Guelph University in July for three days of study in the L. M,
{ Mantgomery Archives. The archives contain enough material to fill the Green Gables parler and three davs were
;rmt enough to see and read everything. Beth, who had visited the Archives in 1992, was especially interested in
i finding information on the pecple to whom LMM dedicated her books; Caralyn spent most of the three days
studying LMA's five scrapbooks (1911 to 1936) that are part of the archival collection.  They also viewed LMM's
first edition books that she sent to her pen-friend George MacMillan in Scotland; LMM's china dogs "Gog and
Magog." purchased on her honeymoon: over 1,000 photographs, most of them taken by LMM; the typescript of
The Road to Yesterday; examples of LMM's needleworl: and many other items. Theyv enjoyed the city of Guelph
and its cathedral, covered bridge. cafes and rivers - and. especially, conversation and lunch with writers-scholars-
teachers-grandparents-gardeners Mary Rubio and Elizabeth Waterston. The rest of the trip was spent visiting
Montgomery sites throughout the eastern areas of Ontario.

After leaving Guelph, they traveled to Norval, about thirty miles away
o see where LMM lived from 1926 to 1935, Kathy Gastle, Maud promoter
and municipal eouncillor in Norval, led them to the places that Montgomery
requented - the Presbyterian Church and Manse in Norval; Union Church;
thie path to "Russell's Pines" (which inspired " Cloud of Spruce” in Magic for
Marigold); the site of the radial station where LMM caught the train nto
Toronta; and the Barraclough home in Glen Williams. The lovely new L.M.
Montgomery Garden that Kathy and others have planted in Maud's honor
near the Presbyterian Chirch, is marked by a sign handerafted by Bob
Crawford and George Gastle,

Eathy recommended that Carolyn and Beth visit Bob and Elaine Crawiford; Elaine is the granddaughter of
wrtle Webb who lived at the Macnelll/Webb farm called "Green Gables', Montgomery dedicated Mistress Pat to
the Webb family. The Crawfords were gracious enough to share many of their treasures from "Aunt Maud”
{including her handwritten recipe book., two books of poetry, and family photographs. They make a delicious
Christmas Cake from Montgomery's own recipe book for their beautiful gift shop, bakery and atrium cafe. in
Norval, called Crawford’s. In December, Bob Crawiord dons his Town Crier uniferm, rings his brass bell and
afficially apens the Montgomery Christmas week-end in Norval. This celebration is supported by Norval businesses
and civic orgznizations. Julie Pomeroy of Canoe Country sponsars horse and bugiy rides and the church and
manse, where 1he Macdonalds lived, are opened for special activities. The small village of Norval is a big attraction
lor Muntgomnery's fans who are responsive to her love for beautiful places.

From Guelph, they headed for Uxbridge for a reunion with LMM admirer Wilda Clark. Wilda has an
impressive armay of first edilions books; stacks of magazines with LMM's stores in them; photographs and one-af-
a-lind iterns; and keepsake booles filled with articles on LMM and related subjects. She and her hushand Harald
alsa have a great deal of historical material on the Uxbridge arvea including Leaskdale, where Maud and hushand
Rev, Ewan Macdonald haed their first home, and Zephyr, where Ewan also was the church minister (Wilda is a
leader in the effort ger the Leaskdale Manse designated as a nationally significant site. To assist in this effort,
membiers are encouraged to voice support to the chalr of the [istoric Sites and Monumen!s Board ¢/o The
Hanmarahle Michael Dupuy, Mindster of Canadian Heritage, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1A OMB). [arald’'s purents
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were members of the Leaskdale congregation at that time and were mends of the
Mucdonalds, Wilda arranged a visit with her friend, Elsie Davidson, LMM's mad [or
several vears in Leaskdale and Norval, In Leaskdale, Carvolyn and Beth alended the
Sunday momming service at 5t Panl's Presbyterian Church with the Clarks,
ohserved the Manse, traveled beaurtiful Leaskcdale Road, saw the LMM exhibit at the
Uxbridge Muscum and visited the gravesite of LMM's middle child. Hugh, who died
Al hircth,

On Manday, July 24, Jack and Linda Hutton proprictors of the Bala
Museum [see page 5). amanged thelr 3rd annual celebration of Maud's arrival in
the Lake Muskoka tourist ares in 1922, Iler happy vacation there resulted in The Blue Castle. Belh gave a
wonderful talk on Manud's trip - "The Muskoka Dream” (see page 4] - 1 an outdeor andience ol about 200 and
Carohm signed copies of "The Anne of Green Gables Treasury” and "AGG Treasury of Days'. Jack and Linda
hosted a dinper (or the program participants at Roselawn Inn where LMM had stayed. Several members of the
Eindrud Spirits Society of Hamilton (Ontario), in costume -- Bev Hayden, Joanne Woed, Kathy Gastle. and

Alexandra Heilbron (editor of "Avonlea Tradilions Chronicle”) -- attended fthe program and dinner,

On their way to the airport. Beth and Carelyn made a quick visit to Avonlea Traditions inc. and talked
with Kathryn Gallagher Morton., Her slalf was busy filling orders. preparing a new produet and gill calalog, and
updating thelr newsletler list. The last stop was 210 Riverside Drive. LMM's last home, "Jourmney's End”.

NEW BOOKS ALERT!

Rea Wilmshurst, editor of seven volumes of LMM's short stories such as ARIN TO ANNE (13558]) and
ACROSSE THE MILES (1995), tells us io cxpeet vet ancther one this fall - CHRISTMAS WITH ANNE and Other
Holiday Stories [published by MceClelland-Stewart]. Included are sixteen of LMM's best Christmas stories - throe
from the Anne bonks and the rest cecently re-discovered by Wilmshurst,

Mary Rubic and Elizabeth Waterston have once again teamed up to provide readers with more insight
into the lite of L. M. Montgomery - [his time with a Canadian Biography Scries publication cntitied WRITING A
LIFE: L. M. Montgomery. This 120-page softcover book provides enthusiasts with new informartion from the
unpublished manuseripts of Monlgomery's later life (1922 to 1942), and provides a preview of Rubio's longer
autharized biography [(to order copies: condact Kindred Spirits 1-800-665-2663 or Avonlea Traditions, Inc, 1-800-
BEE-4334, [SEN 1-5R022-220-1),

In the summer 1994 edition of Shining Scroll, we [Balured Barbara Juster Esbensen. a charter member o
the Literary Society, who had been honored with a national lifetime achicvernient award lor her wriling! Lack [or
her beautiful new baok, THE DREAM MOUSE, A Lullaby Tale from Old Latvia, illustrated by Judith Mitchell
(Little. Brown and Ce., [SBN 0-316-24975-0),

BETTY HEATH'S "KINDRED SPIRIT" READING LIST

LVMLE member Belly Heath has been reading some of the books LMM mentioned in her journals as well as books
with orphan or near-nephan themes, Among her favorites with the Jatter mophasis are POLLYARNA, THE SECRET GARDEN,
A LITTLE PRINCESS, DADDY LONG-LEGS, FRECELES, REBECCA OF SUNNYBROOK FARM, HEIDI, ELSIE DINSMORE, and
the contemporany SAMANTHA of the American Girl collection.

In addition to Elizabeth von Amim's ELIZADETH AND BE# GERMAN GARDEN [onc of LMM's favorile hocks amil ooe
she read just before writing ANNE OF GREEN GAPLES), Detty has searched out thirteen other von Amnim beaks which
"have 5 sense of hnmor and a tedst of [le about them." The Pansy books by Wies. G, R Alder, which LMM read and
mentionad in her journals and AGG, nffer several storles of the moralisdc brpe, Beity recomimends another 189th century
book, E. Neshits ENCHANTED CASTLE [1889) and OPAL by Opal Whilely, a child’s diary rom the early 18040's. A cuitent
adition of OPAL with llustralions hy Barbara Ceoney is, according to Beliy, "ton Invely [or words."

Berly suggests Lhal “if wou wanl to read a delightiul slory of a child's life in a hamlel of England |at the szme time
LMM was a child in FEI, read LARKRISE 10O CANDLEFORD by Flora Thompson. Delly also recommends CELIA'S [SLAND
JOURNAL, Celia Thaxters 1894 childhood joumal sel on White Tsland. Maine, and COUNTRY OF THE FOINTED FIHS, by
Sarah Qe Jewedl, also set in 18 th-century Maine.

Belly warms that "one thing leals to ancrher” and stating te read LMAs favmiriles may be an unerding challenge.
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welcome to a new L. M. Montgomery Literary Society Member

"ANNE" NOT JUST IMOR GIRLS
by Lance Erckson Ghulam

Lance GRaddam is from Lafayette, California, and is currentdy worldrieg on a profect about the “Roced i Avonlen” TV
serfes. He hos inmeruizwed the show's prineipais and researched the history behind the maidng of the sercs.  Lance
submitled his article to “The Shintng Scroll " recenty.

1 amn admittedly a young male wha is sometimes cidiculed for my inderest in the works of L. M. Montgomery.
Aller all, that kind of llterature is strictly lor yvoung girls, they say. Bul [ am happy ta say, wilh unabashed pride,
har [ rruly love the shadings and nuanees of Montgomery’'s beantiful flowing prose, and have found a parlicifar
affinity for the character of Anne Shirley.

In 1925, a [dend gave me a copy of the heart-warming "Anne of Green Gables® and gnarantesd I would live
it. She was right. 1 loved Anne [or her spirit, her kindness, and bee unﬂagging pprimism. Honesty, sensitivity
anid good humor endeared her to even her enemies until all were [rends. Lillle did I realize that my interest in the
bools would tum into a decade-long obsessien. [Taving never read the "Ame” boaks or been familiar wilh L, M.
Montgomery, | imumersed noysell in the world of Avonlea and had an enlightening experience. Really studying the
author’s ¥arlous works, rather than just reading through them, enhanced oy appreciation for her artisoey.

Twas astounded Lo learn that Montgomery's fictional character, Anne Shirley, has enjoyed tremendous
recognition all aver the world for over seven decades. Monlgomery's novels have been apprecialed not only by girls
Bl by countless adulls wha make yearly pilgrimases to PEI to savor "Anne’s” county. (1 learned there was even
an attempt to ban the boek in Paland afler World War 1T for fear that Anne's independent free spint would be
ronsidered subversivel]

hMontgomery's charm and insights have made a profound impression on me and n pacticular the sweeping
pictarial deserption of PEL T el a tremendous fecling of privilege just knowing about this Deautilul place and the
fatural community way-of-living preserved there. Il s the kind of wholeseme atmosphers thal beckons to the
child in me, the environment most of us dream of having, In Monlgomery's warld, untainted natural beauty grvws
sniendidly evenrwhere unless interrupted for farms or homes. Every one of the "natives" knows everyone clse and
they move [orward together, vears behind the seeial mainstream. The pace of living Is much slower and the guaiityr
of life possibly much richer than for {hose who constantly rush.

But Montgamery's appeal extends beyond the physical loveliness of her settings. She spealis to our nec:
LT Jove and approval, home and family, fricndship and shared good times, even romance. Over and over these
recurring themes of good-will and benevolence targel our desice in the belief in the homman heart, Often times,
through tolerance, great self-sacrifice, or just good old-fushioned leve, a characler achieves an entirely different
state of being, a new self, which can be more inlerssting, allractive or effective than his or her present self.

i Willains are few and far between and are usually those persans who have allowed their hearts to be sullied by lile's
sdizappointments.

The magic of Monlgomery lies o her ability to present these sugary themes [n a manner which doss not
COTIE A0T0SS A5 pure saccharin. None of her characters appears as a artificlal simp that cnc would loathe to be
aroumnd for her excessive delicacy. Her characiers are true role models for all of us, redd human beings fcing life's
daily obstackes with courage and passion and wilh all that natively comes to themn from their home backarounds
and ideals of generosity and mregrity,

What I love mosl about Montgomery's stories is that the underiving meral is abways simple. Tlme and love

will fical any wounds. Each time we can smile at each other, and shorten Ihe interval between smiles. we will
briave congquered little bits of ourselves and our wealmesses.

Lanee weuld love to hear from other "kincdeed spirtts” who shore Lis fooe of LMM aned "Road (o Avonlea”, Any

auestions, corrments, concerms or suggestions about s project wowdd be appreciaial  Fie oddrems fe 208 T Al e st
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LUCY MAUD MONTGOMERY IS ON-LINE

Il you have a computer, a modem (and fots of Umel Ly visiting these localions:
1.) on the World Wide Web MWW - Kindred Spirits: the L Mantgomery Home Page
hitp:/ fwww. upei.ca/~lmmifcover hitmi
2.] o subseribe 1o the Kindred Spivits eleetronic mailing list and discussion group. e-mail
listproc@upel.ca and request thar your name be added to the list, You will eets lols of e-ruail

ST S e
e e

e

NEXT SYMPOSIUM

The 1296 L. M. Montgomery International Symposium will be held June 27-30 at the Urdversity of Prionee
Edward Izsland. The theme of this, the second symposium, will be "L, M. Monteomery and Canadian Culiure,”
Mary Beth Cavert and Carolvn Caollins will be arnong the presenters with papers on "Ta the Friends of Anner 1. M.
Maontgomerv's Bool Dedications, Friends with a Mutual Past” and "Tracing Changes in Canadiun Culture
through the Works of L.M. Montgomery'.  This is a wonderful chance for Sociely members to meet many of the
schalars in the LMM feld as well as other people from all over the world who love LMM's work, Several members
from other Lileraty Socielies in the US and Canada are already planning to attend. For information ahout the
Symposium. contact Anna MaeDonald, LMM Institute, University of Prince Edward Island, Charlottetown, PEL
CANADA C1A 4P3 [or e-mail AMACDONATDviupel.ca).

THE BALA MUSEUM

Maud Montgumery was enamored with cozy places and beautiful settings. She lived in three commuities
in Ontario and drew on those locales for various scenes in her worlss of fiction. But almoest all her boaks and
most short stories are placed on glorious Prince Edward Island. her home for 37 years. Only one navel, The Blug
Castle, takes place off the island and hundreds of miles away In the Georgian Bay region of Ontardo. It is here,
where the waters of Muskoka Lake pass by small islands and cascade into the wide serene Moon River, thar ihe
village of Balu is located - and where Linda Jackson and Jack Hutlon live and run Bala's Musenm, With Mermotes
of L. M. Montgomery.

Linda and Jack’'s own story seunds every bil as romantical as that of Bamey and Valancy in Monlgomerny's
boeok. The local folldore says that several years ago, Linda, a teacher, was living In her grandparents’ coltage on
Musiioka Lake - within swimming distance of scenic islands and within earshoel of the ancienar Musquosh Falls.
Jack, a journalist and musician, was visiting nearby, and oflen paddled Into Bala i his canae, choosing water
routes which passed near Linda's boathouse. They became hest friends, gol married, and ook a PEL honeymnoon,

Fack home in Bala, they purchased an old tourist house
whaere LMM had meals during a family vacation in 1922, They restared
the hiouse 2nd filled it with items from the 1220s. local artifacts from
the colorful history of the tourist ared, and cellections which cvoke
the memory of perfect summer retreals,

The perind kitchen is painted pale green and cream to match
the stove. The dining room -- now the gilt shop -- has thres tables as
il did i the 1920s, which are now filled with mementos and baoks [or §
purchazse, The living room has a workdng Victrola as well as a special
display featuring the courtship of Linda's grandparents, with phoros
of canoes by the [@lls and early summer "collage” platform tents,
madels of baithing suits, and personal jourmnals, Upstairs, ane room is devoted to an exeellent collectlan of gariy
L5, edition books by L.M. Montgomery, and early British and Canadian editions, with paper covers. One wall
display features Montgomery's hushand, Ewan Maedonald, and another corner, her children, Chester and Stuact.
LMM's own silver tea service, courntesy of LMM grandsan David Macdenald. is housed here as wall.

Linda and Jack have a keen eye for display, qualily artifaens, visitor-friendly presentation and have Infused
their labor with love, A visil (o the Bala Museum is not only an educational experience, but also a step across a
threshold of time in which you are inclined to thraow ol your dusier and sit down in the kitchen for a tastc of
newly baked pic.
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MUSKOEA DREAM

(c) by Mary Beth Cavert

Beth presented this talle ar the Bala Mussum on Julyy 24, 18005,
THE VACATION

Canadian author LM, Mentgomery tool a rare two weelt family vacation at Bala, Ontaro in July 1222 Muud
Macdonald, husband Ewan and sons Chester and Stuart staved at Roselawn lodge on the river by the wuterfalls
fram Lakes Muskoka and Rosseau. They ate meals at Mrs, Pykes, now Bala's Musoumn. They played in and onthe
water, sailed, Hshed, had picnles and tool drives and boat trips. Maud read, edited her manuseriprs, did faney
worl and looked at views =za lovely [hey "huarl." Bal besl of all. she spent a acarly perlecl late aftermoon and
evening alene and created what she called » "dream-built castle."

On the cvening of July 31, 1923, Montgomery sat alone for two hours on the veranda of Roselawn with an injured
lzol - her [amily had gone on a boating trip, This was a gt for her, One day earlier, her solituede on g veranda at a
1

friend’s cottage had beenr internmupted by her host - the same Mr. Musinnd who had been her high schoal lencher
arid bered her as a suitor in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan almost 30 vears eavlier,

But on this day in Bala no one intraded and she created lor hersell a glotious vacation of dreams.  Maud
Montgomery Macdonald had a simple formula for happiness: kmc.n-:l spmts conversation from the heart,
laughter. great food, a cozy fire, a beautiful setting with pine tress and the sound of water and wind, Add
moonlight. a dramatic storm, @ happy homecoming and she would be pretty nearly perlectly happy.

THE DREAM

Her daydream was thiz! en an evening of magic where the moon, cottage lights and the flickers of bontires rellecled
off the river. she Imagined a summer cottage and boat dock on » beantifl island, She pecpled it with her dearest
kindred spirits.

For farnily, she included Ewan and her own two sons plus her Aunt Annie Campbell with daughrers Siella and
[Frede, Maud's sisterly cousins and friends. For romance, she added another close cousin. unmarried Bertle
Marclnovre, whormn she paited with her bachelor pen-pal and frlend of 18 vears. George Boyd MacMillan,

With these foends and relalives she lived out an idyllic summer. Their actlvitics included everything the Macdooald
lumity had already enjoyved during their vacation, bul she also added freails that her family vacaton could not
provide - for example. dances and sleeping in the open. In this fantasy, Ewan was not a Presbyterian minister,
which apparently was quite a liberating change. Also, the cotlage puests wers fres to sleep out under the night
stars without the mirsance of mosquitoes. As all visitors to the Nerth Country knew, this [s pure fantasy! But
the centerpicer of this dream was talk - the freqguent "soul-satisfying talk of congenial souls.”" This was a
| restorative and crucial element to any daydream for Maud Montgomery, for it was the thing she eraved (he maost,

f’[‘n conclude this dream, Maud conjured up a slormn and a dramatie and jovous homecoming. One evening. the
"men. boys, Bertic and Frede went to the mainland Tenving Maud. Slella and Aunt Annle at the cottage, A wild
storm comes up. Maud hangs a lantern light on the pine tree by {he boathouse to guide the boaters home. Frede is
the first to spel it, And when they return safely, they are pulled in lo a timbered room lit by a blazing fire. While
the slorm rages outside, they sil down to a cozy hot supper. Maud earsfully creates cvery dish and detail en the
laabtlee. They Taigh and talke and are happy - then the swinmer is over, When the dream is ended, she still hears the
echoes of the velces of her own ldndred spirits,

(She wrote the first record of this story on July 31, She must have re-worked il in the next {wo tmonths hecauss
by he lime she relates &t in a letter to G.B. MacMillan, Stella has been omitted and the ending has changed, This
time when the dramatic storm ccours, all the women walit in the cottage - only the men leave in the beat, The
hersic Frode is the one, in this version. to situggle down to the boal-bouse and held ouf a lantemn to guide the

boaters home. Gearge and IDwan spel her guiding lighl.)
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THE PEOPLE
Besides Maud and Ewan Macdonald, who were the characters i this Croup of Seven?

Aunt Annie Camphbell was the older sister of Montgomery's mother. a superb hastess and the embhodiment of a
happy hearth. Annie's second and third daughters were Mauds goad friends from her girlhood. Stella was 5 years
younger than Maud while Frederica ('Fred') was nine venrs younger. Slella. more than Frede, shared the happy
chlldheod times as one of the “thres merry Camphell cousing” (George, Clara, Slella) at their Park Corner o, Bt
it was the young Frede [who adored her alder cousin Maud. except when she was teased) who became her dearest
adult friend and confidante vntil her death throe vears earlier than this dream, Mrmlgemery dedicated fwo baoks
to Iirede, The Stary Girl in 1910 and Rilla of Ingleside in 1920. These dedications commemorate "old davs. nld
dreams. old lavghler' and & person whao was "a true fHend, a rare nersonality, a loval and eonrageous soul.” Ta
Stella. "af the tribe of Joseph," she dedicated Emily’s Quest in 19286,

Beatrice Alberia Mclntyre, called Bertic, was the daughter of Mavud's favarile aunt, Mary Maontgomery, a sceand
mother to Maud while she was a student at Prince of Wales College. She affectionately dedicaled one of her eurliest
Ibeoks, Kilmeny of the Orehand (1909), to Beriie., She was one of the women in the wortd who riendly matrered ta
Maud and, besides Frede, she was onc of the few in whom Maud found both emotional and intellecti:]
companionship. Unfartunalely for Muud, Bertie lived a conlinent away in Vancouver. B.C. At rhe time aof the
Muskoka dream, Maud had not seen Bertie for six years.

Bertie was an unmared teacher, full of fun, and possessed the dark Montgomery eves. When Bertie laughs, Maud
wrote, “youth pops out through her eves and flashes over her face. Bertie has a wonderful smile.” Two vears aftar
the Muskoka dream, Berlie accompanied the Macdonalds on & vacation to the Mammath Caves. She and Maud
had a beautiful experience together there at the caves and at Mingara Fulls, It was during this pericd rhat
Montgomery was writing The Blue Castle, set in Muskaka. and developing the character of the "old muid”, Valangy
Stirling. Whila she could draw on her own past EXPErience as an unmarried twenty-nine year old, she could also
tap into Bertie's life.

A few davs before (raveling to Bala. Montgomery had sent off the manuscript for Emily of New Moon ta her
puilisher. F. A, Stokes. This book was dedicated to George Boyd MacMillan {"in recognition of a leng and
stimulating friendshin”]. her Scottish pen-pal sirce 1904,

Mr. MachMillan was o devoted and valued friend untl the end of her life, 1le loved the owutdoors, was an avid
gardencr and sent her pressed flowers, bulbs, cuttings and seeds, as well as soUvenirs from the shore, He

had great taste in gifts and always sent her books she emjoyed. He was creative, humorous, wrote parcdies and
enjoyed astromomy. e was always upbear. They beth shared the ability (o escape into a world of fancy, to create
their own ideal warld - their own "peculiar kingdom" as Maud called il. They met one time, on Maud's hansymonn
in Seotland. They toole leng moonlit walks along the shore while Maud's new husband and MacMillan's fiance
followed silently behind them. He was a most congenial conversarionalist and knew all the legends and traditions
af thearea.

Ts it any wonder that she brought George into her Muskaka dream? or Bertic?
THE BOOK

Montgomery declared that in her next dreaming she would marry George to Bertie and they would live happily ever
alter, And she did just that in The Blue Castle. published four years later. The echoes of the king, lrreverent
outdoorsman, George Boyd MacMillan, can be found in Bernard Snaith Redfern and the independence and
compassion of Hertie Melntyre are reflected in the actions of Valaney Siirling.

From Lwer appealing Muskoka dream, Maud s5pun out a novel with a sttong theme af independence - not unlv for
her adult hervine, but this time for her adult hero as well, A beaurifil scLiing, characters with streagth, dignity
and a sense of humar, and, as always. love for the once unloved - i is what we expecl and enjoy.

We are still commemaorating these events thatl happened and did nol happen 73 years later, And today we can stili
enjoy three accounts of LMM's trip to Bala. - [irst, the Macdonald tamily vacation, then Mrs, Macdonaidz
daydream and, finally, L. M. Montgomery's novel, The Blue Castle. The combinalion of a sore ankle, & veranda and
avivid inagination can lead to long-lasting dreams!
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LMMLE MEETINGS

1994-5: Our first meeting, held on September 186 at the Hennepin County Library,
was a chance for members to share news of their summer travels. Beth Cavert and Carolvn
Collins reported on the first L. M. Monlgomery Inlernational Symposium held at the
Universily of Prince Edward Island in June. On November 11, Carolyn presented the paper,
"Discovering Anne's World," that she had given at the Symposium. On June 23, at the
University of Minnesota Kerlan Collection, Margaret Baach reviewed the artcle "The Horatio
Alger Theme in Girls’ Books" from NEWSDAY in which the author used ANNE OF GREEN
GABLES to illustrate her point about early "girls’ books” being inspired by the Alger books as
well as ways in which they differed. Our last meeting for the year was held on August 10 at
Bronte's Tea Room in Gaviidae Cenler in dovntown Minneapolis.

19956 ; Look forward this year to Joan O'Brien’s dizcussion of a recent artiele in The
American Scholar, "Classics Revisiled: The Story of a Classic, Anne and After," a presentation
on " Montgomery vs. McCullough" comparing The Blue Castle and The Ladies of Missalonghi',
and previews of talks to be given at next June's LMM Symposium, Members will receive
notices as soon as meeting dates are arranged.

The Shining Secroll is the annuai newsletter of the L. M. Monigomery Literary Society.
For Information about the L.M. Montgomery Literary Socieny, contact
Caroiyn Collins, 1603 Morthrop St., 5. Paul, MN. 53108

IF:;}L Mary Beth Cavert, editor The Shining Scroil
:j:‘%\,‘ 14533 Ferris Lane, Minnetonka, MN, 535345 USA
_2_}__&: % BCavert @aol.com
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